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Sir: 

Pursuant to the Duty to Disclose under 37 C.F.R. §1 .56, the references cited on the 
accompanying form PTO/SB/08 A are hereby brought to the attention of the Examiner for 
independent evaluation. In accordance with the Rules in effect for applications filed afto- June 30, 
2003, copies of U.S. patents and/or patent application publications are not enclosed. A copy of the 
foreign language reference is enclosed, along with an English language abstract. The references 
were cited in the International Search Report. A copy of the search rq>ort is enclosed. 

Certification 

This Statement is being filed concurrently with the filing of the present Explication, and 
this paper is thus submitted in accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .97(b). In view of the above certification, 
a fee is not required for consideration of these documents. Nevertheless, should a fee be deemed to 
be due by the Commissioner, such fee should be charged to Deposit Account No. 50-0951. 
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ConsiderBd 



'EXAMINER: Initiel if nference considered, whettier or not citation is In confonnance with MPEP B09. Draw line ttinaugh citaUoo If not in conformance and nal 
considered. Include copy of this fonn with next communication to appllca.-ri. 'Applicant's unique dtatlon designatim number (optional). 'Sea Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDlp.nov or MPEP 901.04. ' Enter oncs that Issued the document, by ttie two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). * For 
Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the leign of the Eniperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. ^Cind of documani by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ^Applicant Is to place a chacli marli hers If English language 
Translation Is attached. 

This colladion oTinfomtaUon is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.96. The nfonnalian ii required to obtain or retain a benefit by the puMIc which is to file (and by «ie 
USPTO to procese) an eppllcatlon. Conndantiallty is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. Ttds coUaclion is estimsted to take 2 hours to complela. 
Including gathering, preparing, and submitting the conipletBd applicallon fbrm to the USPTO. Tme will vaiy depending upon the Individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of Hme you require to oomplele this Ibmi and/or euggeeUons for reducing this burden, should be sent to Ihe Chief Inibrmation Otiicar, U.S. Patant 
and Tradeinark Office, P.O. Box 14S0, Alexandrfa. VA 2231 3-1450. DO NCTT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Cemmlssiener for Patent*, P.O. Bex 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313.1450. 

If you need asahtame In oorr^ilemg the fom. eaB 1-«)a-PTOS199 (1-800-766^199) and setod option Z 



